A “Top-Notch” Story: How Irene Estrella Found Her Way to PEA
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War also began in 1950. Rivera: A Retrospective.” This : e - SO In three years, Irene Estrella travels with “Diego common room of Wheelwright. Later in life,

exhibition would be the first major
retrospective to showcase the

artist’s body of work in the United
States and Europe—115 paintings

Rivera: A Retrospective” from the Detroit
Institute of Art to an exhibit in the Philadelphia
Museum of Art. It then travels to the Palacio de
Bellas Artes in Mexico City, only to jet off to

Heath encountered the painting when he interned
at the Boston Museum of Fine Arts. He explains
he “pulled the picture from storage and placed it
in the modern galleries alongside the Matisse, the
Picassos, and that wonderful Orpen. The picture,
like so much art from the south of the Rio Grande,
posed problems for the institution’s conception of
artistic geography: should it hang with the

After reading a New York Times article about
Rivera rejoining the Communist Party, Lamont 20
consults Glen Krause, worried that PEA would not
accept his gift because of the artist’s radical and portable frescoes and 120 mme fil T
political stance. He states, “Of course, itis a drawings—just in time to P e

Madrid to hang in the Queen Sophia Art Center.
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must check with you once more about the matter.”
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explaining,
1 have taken the liberty of discussing the matter

fall of the Berlin Wall and the
dissolution of the USSR in 1991. The

exhibition has introduced Rivera to a new
audience and has promoted to a re-evaluation
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The Cultural Revolution begins
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of Fine Arts, passing the decision to the
institution that has “temporarily” housed
the painting for 11 years. For one reason

U.S legislation passes the o or another, curators at the UWM do not
Indian Child Welfare Act, giving At it o £ -t oy it in the sh
use 1t 1n e snow.

Native American parents the right to
deny the government from forcibly

the evalustion end acquisition of his painting;
therefore we will be pleased to asecept your hand-
some gift- the picture entitled ™Irene Esdella"
and will be proud to have it in our permanent
cocllection.
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Diego Rivera paints Irene Estrella.

In Japan, a magnitude-9 scale earthquake sets
off a massive tsunami, causing radioactive water
to leak from the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear
Power Plant. The Arab Springs uprisings also
ignite revolt throughout Egypt.
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urges the construction of a Plexiglas box, though, protecting the
painting’s “nearly pristine surface.” Somehow, twenty-five years at
PEA did not leave a trace on Irene Estrella. Below, a conservator
inspects the surface of Portrait of Corliss Lamont, another Diego
Rivera portrait that was gifted to the school. She looks through the
microscope to examine every inch of the canvas for flaws, just as she

did with Irene.
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Venice. The painting was prepped for international travel with
the help of the Boston MFA's assistant registrar, Mary Frances
Allen and conservator Irene Konefal. According to Konefal,
the painting needed a protective frame with an Optium
acrylic surface in order to travel. O’Neal remarks, “Countless
other staff members and organizations were involved in
facilitating this loan. In the U.S., Skinner, Masterpiece
International, U.S. Art and FAE (art shipping companies) all
helped with the many details of getting the painting ready for
its international tour” According to O’Neal, “That’s when the

Paris in March. There, Irene
rejoined the Henri Rousseau
exhibition, “Le Douanier Rosseau:
Linnocence Archaique,” showcased
at the Musée d’'Orsay from March
21toJuly 17, 2016. Following
Paris, Irene will travel with “Le
Douanier Rosseau: L'innocence
Archaique” to the National Gallery
in Prague.

additionally, the time in which Rivera paints the portrait
of Corliss Lamont.
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Concerned with issues of storage space, lack of
gift acceptance policies, security and
conservation at the Lamont Gallery, Samuel
Heath looks into selling “our Rivera” through

an auction house. In an email to Jim Theisen,
PEA CFO, Heath writes,

the Truman Doctrine and
considered the official
declaration of the Cold
War.

Museum of Fine Arts curators pluck
Irene Estrella from storage to hang in
the American Galleries, available for
public viewing.

Boatom, Massas huseits

July 31, 1979
Keceived as a temporary loan from

Following WW?2, the
pardoned Germany was
divided into several sections,
controlled by various Allies.
Russia, wanting Berlin for

“Thanks for sending over the latest Christie’s
Latin American catalogue. Looks like a meager
sale. I suspect that owners are holding back

MNAME: Fhillips Exeter Academy
ADDRESS: Mr. John Wharton, Direcotr
H - t Gallery = Exeter, H.H,
the objects listed hmﬁu ject to the conditions printed on the back of

Diego Rivera's Irene Estrella returns
to the Lamont Gallery after a 36-

Ltself ind defsti;ini ltll_le this receipt. ’ their good stuff because the Latin Americans fun began. year absence.
eparture o e 1€s, L . . . . .

bl(f’cked off all transportation ;:"—!‘.if‘-"""- QF FINE ARTS .o ~ Acnine— hZEeTes (the principal buyers of this material) are in
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into Berlin. Instead of 131.1979 { {E"ff/ﬁ B A Registar LAMKOINT GALLERY - THE PHILLIPS EXETER ACADEMY + EXETER, MEW HAMPSHIRE 03833 economic woe and not buying. Probably a low

retreating, the Allies
supplied support from the
air, in a year long event called
the Berlin Airlift. It was also
in this year that the State of
Israel was recognized.

point in the market. [ will snoop in New York
this winter to get a sense of the market, but my
guess is that now is not a good time to sell our
Rivera.”

Linda Thomas
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The painting was never sold for one reason or
another. Heath does voice viable concerns that
many institutions must face when deciding on
a commercial or educational mission state-
ment.
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Photograph courtesy of the Phillips Exeter Academy archives.

In preparation for the painting’s arrival, Glen Krause writes Corliss and Margaret Lamont

declaring, 'y an looking forward to the rivera painting's arrival
at the Gallery. 1 am particularly anxious to show
it for the first time with our Christmas exhibition;
we will have a large Christmas tree and an exhibition
of Japenese Children's paintings, and possibly some by
children in the Exeter elementary schools. It seemed
particulerly aprropriate to show "Irene Esdella" amid
the children's paintings and to announce it as a
Christmas gift to the Academy. :

Photograph courtesy of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts.

Photograph courtesty of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts.

A conservator examining the surface of Diego Rivera’s Portrait of

On this date 36 years ago, Gallery Director John Wharton approves the temporary loan of Corliss Lamont from 1946.

Irene Estrella to the Boston Museum of Fine Arts. It has been there ever since, only leaving
the museum to participate in traveling exhibitions. There, the painting receives the best care
possible, with many different museum experts ensuring its utmost safety and conservation.

Photograph courtesy of Fondazione Musei Civici Venezia, Musees d’Orsay et de
I'Orangerie and 240re Cultura.



