
May 22, 2020 

Dear Parents,	

I begin this letter with a heartfelt message of support to each of you as we all do our best to remain 
healthy, safe and positive in these most unprecedented days. When I walk around this beautiful 
campus, the absence of our students is surreal. Like you, I look forward to the day when we can all 
be together on campus again.  	

While our students are not physically with us, it has been incredible to watch this community come 
together in so many new and creative ways. Like true Exonians, our students have impressed me 
deeply with their ability to adapt, change and support each other throughout this journey of distance 
learning. In a recent all-school “virtual” assembly, I stressed that our mission and values remain the 
same, and I spoke of moments of community building that have happened intentionally and at times 
unexpectedly thanks in no small part to your students. I described at a high level some of the work 
we are doing to plan for a return to campus, if the circumstances of the pandemic permit, or to 
continue distance learning, if we must. I know you and your students very much are hoping for a 
return to campus in September. We are examining every aspect of school life within our control, with 
the goal of doing everything we can to make a safe return to campus possible. If you missed the 
Assembly talk, I invite you to read it or watch it here.	

We anticipate having a final decision about how we will come together next fall sometime in June, 
possibly late June. We will base our decision about on-campus vs. distance learning, as always, with 
the health and safety of all members of this community at the center of our planning. We have made 
a few decisions that we hope will help you as you think about the fall:	

1. We are extending the first tuition payment from July 1 to July 15 so that you may have more 
time to reflect on whatever announcement we make about the fall term.  	

2. If we are able to open with students on campus in September, we know some students may 
not be able to travel due to reasons out of their control. We want to reiterate that in those 
situations, we will provide distance learning until such time that they can return to campus.	

3. We also recognize that even if we are able to offer on-campus instruction, some families may 
simply feel better about having their students at home for an extended period of time. In 
those cases, we will allow students to participate in distance learning until such time that they 
and their families feel comfortable returning to campus for the 2020-2021 academic year. We 
anticipate offering limited dates for delayed returns to campus: middle of the term or the start 
of the next term for those who feel this would be appropriate.  	

I share these decisions with you now not because you need to make any decision at the moment, 
but to highlight the flexibility we are providing to families. We hope these decisions are helpful to 
families as they think about next year.  	



The emphasis here is on a safe return to campus. It is important for students and families to 
understand that as long as the pandemic threat remains, we will have to make adjustments in 
activities and behaviors in order to be in community safely. I know you join me in that commitment. 
Whatever measures we adopt will be for the purpose of keeping our community safe and not 
contributing to community spread, so that we can resume our on-campus experience safely and 
responsibly. We will need the full support and commitment of every student, every parent and every 
adult on campus. We will need to call on each member of the Exeter family to embrace, more than 
ever, the spirit of non sibi.  	

What happens if we do need to engage in distance learning in the coming academic year? There is 
no doubt we have learned a great deal this term and our approach will certainly be different. Like all 
schools this spring, we have learned how to deliver course content in new and exciting ways, how to 
bring students and faculty together both in and out of classrooms, how to bring dorms together for 
the important dorm bonding that is central to our residential life, and how to allow for teams, clubs, 
affinity groups and other student organizations to continue their important work together.  	

Our students have proven they are able to rise to the occasion to support virtual community. Our 
faculty have demonstrated their commitment to providing an equitable learning experience for every 
student. We are discovering surprising opportunities in many disciplines to deliver exciting content in 
new and challenging ways. And unlike this term, we will have time to plan and prepare for any 
second round. We will draw on external expertise from multiple sources to identify the best tools and 
strategies to support distance teaching and learning. The faculty are developing ways for students 
across all time zones to participate fully in more synchronous learning, and also developing ideas for 
enhancing asynchronous learning experiences. We will incorporate all we have learned this spring in 
planning for any distance learning in the coming academic year.  	

I have heard from a number of students during the spring term, have followed their many 
community-building activities on our Instagram account, and even participated in an online play 
sponsored by our Dramat Club. I have listened to student meditations and watched several music 
recitals, including the music assembly earlier this week. Our students continue to amaze me with 
their talents, energy, creativity, enthusiasm, and, perhaps most importantly, their support and caring 
for each other.  	

For our new families, you are about to join a remarkable community. For our returning families, the 
support you have shown for our school during this challenging time has been uplifting to me and all 
members of the faculty. We are committed to making the upcoming school year a rich and rewarding 
experience for all our students, and thank you in advance for your partnership in that endeavor.	

I look forward to connecting with you again in the coming weeks, and in the meantime, I send you 
my best wishes as always.	

Thank you.	



 
William K. Rawson 
Principal	


